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in the  contest between Napoleon and the people of the
Peninsula.   After the Trench armies had traversed Spain
and crushed the numerous but unconnected and ill-directed
attempts of the patriots to resist the march of the invaders,
the tide of war turned.    A division of Napoleon's armies,
eighteen thousand in number, which had penetrated into the
most southerly province, was surrounded by the insurgents
and forced to lay down its arms.    The enthusiasm of the
people blazed forth afresh from one end of the country to
the other.   In England the joy was great and loudly ex-
pressed, that at last some check seemed likely to be placed
on the career of conquest of the man whom the country
hated and feared.    Money, men, stores of every kind, were
freely promised to the patriots, and as freely, though with
sad want of judgment, supplied.

The British army, whatever might be thought or said
as   to  the  mode in which the   feat  had been  accom-
plished, had certainly compelled  the  French to evacuate
Portugal, and the Ministry of the day deemed it advis-
able that their victorious expedition, now lying at Lisbon
and watching the embarkation and removal of the French
regiments, should put itself in motion, march across the
country, enter Spain, and give effectual aid to the efforts of
the Spanish patriots.   Orders to this effect reached Lisbon
early in October.    Sir John Moore was put at the head of
the expeditionary force.   He was told that not a French
soldier remained in the southern half of Spain, that Castanos
in the south, and Blake in the north, had collected large
armies, with supplies, and how enthusiastically the people
were   everywhere  rising against the invaders.     He was
directed to enter Gallicia or Leon, and there to receive an, "You will see that I have mentioned Colonel Burne of the 36th
